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molding the business and political destinies of
his city and state, but in the councils and the
national conventions of his party. e was a
man oi large, robust physique, and possessed a
personality that was both magnetic and impres-
sive. His numerous business enterprises did not
deter him irom studious habits formed in youth,
and few men were his conversational equals on
such a diversity of topics. The sterling qualities
of his character were such as to endear him to
nien in all walks of life, and his death is mourned
by a large circle of sincere and devoted {riends.
His name has been honored by having two
towns named for him, viz.: Langdon, in North
Dakota, and Langdon, in Minnesota. Mr.
Langdon was for some time president oi the
Minneapolis Club. In his religious faith he was
an Episcopalian, and up to the time of his death
was a vestryman of St. Mark’s Church. He was
married in 1859 to Miss Sarah Smith, a daughter
of Dr. Horatio A. Smith, of New Haven, Ver-
mont. In 1866 he brought his family to Minne-
apolis, where they have ever since resided. The
family consists of three children, Cavour 5.
Langdon, Mrs, H. C. Truesdale and Mrs. W. F.
Brooks, all three of whom arc married and live
in Minneapolis. .

JOHN B. SANBORN,

Of the many gallant soldiers whom Minnesota

gave to the armies of the North during the war

for the preservation of the Union, General [ohn
B. Sanborn, of St. Paul, is one oi the most
eminent, and to the glories of a military career
he has added those of an cqually brilliant civil
career. As a lawyer and statesman he has occu-
pied a conspicuous place in the life of Minnesota
for more than a generation. He was bomn in
Epsom, Merrimac County, New ITampshire,
December 5, 1826, on the homestead which has
been in possession of the Sanborn family for
seven successive generations, and although now
beyvond “three score years and ten,” is in complete
possession of all his powers of mind and body.
On both sides he is descended from New Eng-
land families. and his grandfathers were revolu-
tionary soldicrs, His bovhood years were passed
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on the farm, and he acquired his early knowledge
of books at a country school. President Franklin
Pierce advised him to study law, and so he
entered the office of Judge Asa Fowler, in Con-
cord, in 1851, and was admitted to the bar in
that town in 1854, at the age of twenty-seven.
It was in this year that he removed to Minnesota,
locating at St. Paul, where he began the practice
of his profession, and has since resided. 'L'heo-
dore French was his first partner in the law, and
subsequently the firm became Sanborn, French
& Lund. In 1859 he served as a member of the
lower house of the legislature, and in 1860 was
elected to the state senate. When the civil war
began, in the spring of 1861, Governor Alexander
Ramsey appointed him adjutant general of the
state, and after organizing and equipping the
First, Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Regiments
of Volunteer Infantry, and two batteries and one
battalion of cavalry, he enlisted in the IFourth
Regiment, in December, 1861, and was made its
colonel. From this time on to the close ot the
war he was constantly in the service.  In
spring of 1862 the Fourth Regiment was ordered
South, and joined General Halleck's army in
front of Corinth. After an eventful spring and
summer, Sanborn, on September 19, 1862, being
then in command of the First Brigade of the
Third Division, Army of the Mlississippi, took
part in the fiercely contested battle of Iuka. His
brigade was in the hottest part of the fight, losing
six hundred men in killed and wounded, but not
without some compensation, for to it belonged
the credit of saving the day. General Rosecrans
took occasion, in his orders, to give Sanborn the
most flattering mention for his skill and gallantry.
On October 3 and 4, he commanded a brigade
at the battle of Corinth, and sustained the
reputation previously made at [uka. From this
time on he was in all of Grant's campaigns in
the Mississippi Valley, including the campaign
against Vicksburg. From April 15 to May
2, 1863, General Sanborn commanded the
Seventh Division of the Seventeenth Army
Corps. Resuming command of his brigade, he
was in engagements at Raymond, Mississippi,
May 12: at Jackson, May 14; at-Champion
Hills, May 16, and in the assault on Vicksburg,

*hyen
the



